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Dr.  GORDON’S  DISCOVERIES 

IN 

DYING  FIXED  COLOURS. 


DOCTOR  GORDON,  from  natural  appearances  on  a certain  ve- 
getable fubftance,  plentifully  produced  in  the  mountainous  parts 
of  this  kingdom,  was  led  to  think  that  a dying  or  colouring  ware 
might  be  thence  obtained ; and  after  great  Rudy,  much  applica- 
tion, and  many  experiments,  an  article  was  produced  that  anfwered 
all  the  purpofes  to  which  Archel  was  applied. 

Further  trials  evinced,  that  the  new  article  might  be,  in  a cer- 
tain degree,  fubftituted  for  Cochineal  and  Indigo.  The  propor- 
tions were  foon  afcertained  with  precifion ; and  it  was  found  that 
it  faved  one-third  of  the  Indigo  ufed  in  ftriking  the  various  fhades 
of  Blue  and  Purple  on  lilk  and  wool*  and  one-fourth  of  Cochi- 
neal, in  every  cafe  applicable  to  that  high-priced  commodity — * 
Scarlets  and  certain  fhades  of  Pinks  excepted. 

To  this  newly-invented  Dye-ware  Dodtor  Gordon  gave  the 
appellation  of  Cudber,  from  his  own  Chriftian  name. 

In  difcoveries  of  this  kind,  it  is  not  enough  to  produce  the  ar- 
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tide,  it  behoves  the  Inventor  to  eftablifh  it,  not  only  againft  the 
prejudices  whidi  a great  part  of  mankind  entertain  againft  no- 
velty, but,  what  is  Hill  more  difficult,  againft  the  interefted  views 
of  the  Dealers  in  thofe  Foreign  commodities,  the  confumption  of 
which  is  to  be  diminifhed,  or  fuperfeded  by  it. 

Doctor  Gordon  maintained  along  and  obftinate  ftruggle  of  this 
kind,  and  only  fucceeded  at  laft,  by  fubmitting  to  the  extraordi- 
nary toil  of  perfonally  inftructing  the  Dyers  and  Manufacturers 
in  the  ufe  of  Cudber. 

The  prejudices  of  the  practical  Dyers  gave  way  by  degrees,  as 
the  new  article  came  into  more  general  ufe  and  eftimation  3 and, 
in  confequence  thereof,  the  importation  of  Orchella  has  decreafed 
almoft  to  a trifle ; and  the  importation  of  Indigo  and  Cochineal 
has  like  wife  decreafed,  and  will  continue  to  decreafe  in  propor- 
tion to  the  ufe  of  Cudber,  of  which  there  are  Manufactories  now 
carrying  on  in  London,  Briftol,  Ma'nchefter,  Norwich,  York, 
Leeds,  Glafgow,  and  at  Leith. 

The  Doctor,  however,  has  not  efcaped  the  misfortunes  ufually 
attendant  on  Inventors  in  the  Arts.  The  extraordinary  expences 
incurred  in  the  manufacture  and  improvement  of  Cudber,  and 
the  ftruggle  for  eftablifhing  it,  occafioned  the  contraction  of  con- 
fiderable  Debts,  to  difcharge  which,  he  was  obliged  to  fell  his 
lhare  in  a very  lucrative  and  extenftve  Manufacture  at  Glafgow. 

The  peculiarity  of  Dr.  Gordon’s  fttuation,  in  being  thus  fe- 
cluded  from  the  interefts  of  a Manufacture,  invented  and  eftab- 
liflied  by  himfelf,  would  have  been  diftreffing,  if  not  even  in- 
fup  portable,  had  it  not  been  alleviated  by  the  profpect  of  his  mak 
ing  new  and  more  important  Difcoveries  in  the  Art  of  Dying. 
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The  Doctor,  therefore,  directed  his  immediate  attention  to  fuch 
materials  as,  he  conceived,  would  ftrikeon  cotton  and  linen;  and 
his  ftudy  and  application  were  at  length  fo  far  fuccefsful,  that  he 
found  the  vegetable  filament  might,  by  a proper  treatment,  be 
imprefled  with  all  the  variety  of  colours,  fufceptible  by  filk  or 
wool,  or  other  animal  fubftances;  and  that,  not  only  with  equal 
luftre,  but  alfo  with  the  fame  eafe  and  fafety  to  the  fubjedt. 

Succeffive  experiments  afforded  additional  proofs,  that  every 
individual  Plant  was,  by  a fuitable  procefs,  capable  of  producing 
one  or  other  of  the  original  colours  of  Light,  or  a variety  or  fiiade 
of  that  colour,  peculiar  to  itfelf,  which  determined  Dr.  Gop.don' 
to  direct  his  whole  time,  and  the  remainder  of  his  fortune,  to  an 
Inveftigationof  the  properties  or  power  of  our  common  indigenous 
Plants  in  the  production  of  Colours ; and  therefore  he  felected 
one  fpecies,out  of  each  genus,  as  diftinguifhed  by  Tournefort,* 
to  the  number  of  ninety ; and  in  doing  fo,  he  was  principally 
directed  by  the  circumftance  of  the  Plants  being  common  in  our 
fields  or  forefts,  or  capable  of  improvement  by  cultivation,  in  the 
foil  and  climate  of  Great  Britain. 

The  inveftigation,  after  all,  has  gone  no  further  than  one  in 
ninety.  Five  books,  however,  are  filled  up  by  it,  each  book  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  feventy-fix  Specimens  of  beautiful  and 
elegant  Dyes,  ftruck  upon  cotton;  and  in  order  to  exhibit  the 
primary  colours  by  themfelves,  the  Doctor  has,  by  various  com- 
binations, difplayed  and  arranged  them  in  a fixth  book,  with 
.«  diftindt 


* The  arrangement  of  this  Author  proved  fufficient  for  regulating  the  enquiry — No  predi- 
lection for  his  fyftem  is  intended  to  be  marked  by  this  circumftance. 
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diftindt  Catalogues  of  the  Plants  from  which  they  were  produced  . 
and  this  may  be  confidered  as  a fummary  or  fubftance  of  the 
preceding  five. 

Having  proceeded  fo  far,  he  found  that  he  could  not,  in  jufiice 
to  himfelf,  go  on  without  aid  from  the  Public  ; and  therefore,  in 
February,  1785,  he  fubmitted  his  Difcoveries,  in  a Petition,  to 
the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who,  after  referring  it 
to  a Committee,  were  pleafed,  in  July  1786,  to  Addrels  His  Ma- 
jefty,  “ That  His  Majefiy  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  di- 
“ redtions  that  an  inquiry  fhould  be  made  into  the  fadts  refpedt- 
<e  ing  certain  valuable  Dyes,  fiated  to  have  been  made  by  Dodtor 
“ Cuthbert  Gordon;  and  to  befeech  His  Majefiy  to  order  fuch 
“ reward  for  him,  as,  on  due  inveftigation,  he  fhould  appear  to 
“ merit.” 

His  Majefiy,  ever  defirous  to  promote  the  commerce  and  well- 
fare  of  his  Subjedts,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  liften  to  the  faid 
Addrefs,  and  the  fame  was  referred  to  the  Lords  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Privy  Council  for  Trade;  who,  after  confidering  and  in- 
veftigating  the  various  Documents  demonftrating  the  value  and 
utility  of  the  Dodtor’s  Difcoveries,  were  pleafed,  amongft  other 
things,  “ To  recommend  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Com- 
“ miflioners  of  His  Majefiy’s  Treafury,  to  give  the  Dodtor  the  fum 
« of  Two  Hundred  Pounds,  as  a reward  for  his  merit  in  difcover- 
**  ing  certain  fubftances  ufeful  in  Dying,  and  as  an  encouragement 
“ to  proceed  in  the  faid  Difcoveries.” 

And  their  Lordfhips  of  the  Committee  were  alfo  pleafed  to  au- 
“ thorife  the  Dodtor  “ to  hire  one  or  two  acres  of  land,  for  the 
“ cultivation  of  the  Plant  from  which  he  draws  his  Red  Colours, 
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« in  order  to  afcertain  to  what  degree  the  faid  Plant  can  be  im- 
« proved,  and  what  the  expence  of  cultivation.” 

The  Dodtor,  thus  encouraged,  proceeded  in  his  Difcoveries  ; 
and  for  that  purpofe  he  made,  at  a very  confiderable  ex- 
pence, two  journeys  into  the  manufadturing  parts  of  Yorkfhire 
and  Lancafhire,  and  demonft rated  there,  by  various  Experiments, 
on  the  largeft  fcale,  and  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  bell  Judges 
in  thofe  counties,  the  beauty,  fixity,  and  utility  of  fundry  Co- 
lours, namely,  Blacks,  Drabs,  and  Yellows,  dyed  from  fuch  indi- 
genous Plants,  as  may,  at  all  times,  be  found,  in  the  greateft 
abundance,  in  this  Kingdom;  for  the  manifeftation  of  which,  he 
has  hereunto  annexed  the  Certificates  or  Teflimonials  of  the 
principal  Merchants,  Manufacturers,  and  Dyers,  in  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Rochdale,  in  Lancafhire;  of  the  Clothiers  Af- 
fociation,  at  Saddleworthj  of  the  principal  Merchants,  Manufac- 
turers, and  Dyers,  in  the  towns  and  neighbourhood  of  Halifax 
and  Huddersfield  j and  of  the  Merchants  of  Leeds,  in  Yorkfhire : 
and  alfo  the  Certificate  or  Teftimonial  of  the  moft  eminent  Cloth- 
Fadtors  in  London,  approving  of  the  Colours,  and  requefting  that 
the  mode  of  Dying  the  fame  be  brought  into  general  pradtice,  as 
the  doing  fo,  muff  effentially  contribute  to  fecure  to  Great  Britain, 
a preference  to  our  Cloths  in  Foreign  Markets. 

Dodtor  Gordon  has  made  feveral  Experiments  in  Mr.  William 
Gordon’s  Nurfery  Grounds,  near  Bow,  in  Middlefex;  and  fome 
have  been  made  at  Mr.  Malcolm  and  Son’s  Nurfery  Grounds,  at 
Stockwell,  in  Surrey,  which  demonftrate,  that  the  Plant  from 
which  he  draws  his  Red  Colours  may  be  raifed  by  cultivation,  in 
any  quantity,  and  at  a moderate  expence ; in  manifeftation  where- 

C of 


( 6 ) 

of  are  hereunto  annexed  Certificates  and  Teftimonials  of  the  faid 
Mr.  Wm. Gordon,  and  of  Mr.  Malcolm  and  Son;  andfhould  the 
ufe  of  the  article  of  Madder  alone  be  fuperfeded  thereby,  the  faving 
muft  of  itfelf  be  of  capital  importance : For  that  Dying  Ware, 
Holland  draws  fome  hundred  thoufand  pounds  annually  from 
Great  Britain;  and,  as  the  Red  of  our  Britifh  fubftitute  is  as  far 
fuperior  to  that  of  Madder,  as  the  Scarlet  of  Cochineal  is  to  that 
of  the  fubftitute,  England  may  therefore  export  yearly  to  a very 
large  amount,  or  at  leaft  to  double  its  prefent  import  of  Madder. 

With  refpect  to  the  further  utility  of  thefe  improvements,  it 
need  only  be  mentioned,  that  the  French,  Dutch,  and  Venetians, 
have  alone  hitherto  poffeffed  the  art  of  dying  fixed  or  permanent 
Blacks  on  woollen  goods,  but  by  the  mode  now  dil'covered  by  Dr. 
Gordon,  not  only  fixed  and  permanent  Blacks,  of  equal  beauty 
and  luftre,  can  be  dyed  with  the  fpontaneous  productions  of  this 
Kingdom,  but  alfo  all  the  various  fhades  of  Drabs,  and  Pattern 
Colours,  from  the  darkeft  fliade  to  the  lighted:  point ; which,  as 
neither  the  French,  Dutch,  nor  Venetians,  nor  any  other  Nation 
can  do,  muft  give  to  Englifh  Dyed  Cloths  the  preference  in  Fo- 
reign Markets,  even  to  a monopoly  in  thofe  colours. 

It  is  unneceflary  for  Doctor  Gordon  to  enlarge  on  the  great  and 
important  advantages  which  muft  refult  from  carrying  his  Im- 
provements and  Difcoveries  into  general  and  i?nmediate  practice,  as 
nothing  can  more  effectually  place  the  Woollen  Manufactures  of 
England  beyond  the  power  of  rivalfhip,  than  fixed  and  elegant 
Dyes;  and  feeing,  that  great  quantities  of  Cloth  dyed  in  York- 
ihire  and  Lancafhire,  according  to  his  mode,  are  now  coming  daily 
into  the  Market,  he  cannot  entertain  a doubt  of  its  becoming  the 
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with  of  the  Public  to  place  him  in  a fituation  that  will  enable  him 
to  communicate  his  Difcoveries  and  Improvements  to  all  the  Ma- 
nufacturers and  Dyers  in  the  Kingdom.  And  with  that  firm  con- 
fidence, which  every  honeft  man  can  confcientioufly  rely  upon, 
he  requefts  a reference  to  the  annexed  Certificates  and  Teftimo- 
nials,  and  the  Cloths  now  in  Market. 

March  28,  1791.  CUTHBERT  GORDON. 


9* 


< V '• 


- 

f<  )ii<  jt  ' 

. 

. 

. 


APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING 

CERTIFICATES  and  TESTIMONIALS, 

SHEWING  THE  UTILITY  AND  VALUE  OF 

Dr.  GORDON’S  DISCOVERIES, 

TO  THE 

WOOLLEN,  COTTON,  LINEN,  and  SILK  MANUFACTURES 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 


r.  l ■ : ; ■, 

' ' 


• • . .. 


i 


' 


. .J 


• ' t 


APPENDIX. 


The  following  Extracts  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  fhew  that  Cudber,  as 
a fubftitute  for  Archel,  has  faved  to  Great  Britain  in  the  years  1781,  2,  3,  4,  5, 
and  6,  about  Sixty-four  Thoufand  Pounds  per  Ann. — They  Ihew,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  increaling  demand  for  that  article  to  be  Eighty-four  Tons  annually. 

Cudber  Weeds  or  Rock  Mofs  imported  into  Great  Britain  in 

theyears  1781,  2,  and  3,  amount  to------  - 684  tons 

Ditto,  imported  into  Great  Britain  in  the  years  1784,  5,  and  6, 

amount  to  - --  -- - - - 936 

— 1620  tons 

Increafe  of  Import,  242  tons  in  lad;  three  years,  or  eighty-four  tons  a year  ,; 
'which  increafe  will  continue  annually  to  be,  until  the  article  is  come  into  the  ge- 
neral practice  of  the  Manufacturers  and  Dyers. 

The  price  of  one  ton  of  Archel  formerly  imported  from  the-Canaries  was  from 
130I.  to  500I. 

A ton  of  Cudber  Weeds  produces  an  equal  quantity  of  Dye-Ware  as  a ton  of 
Archel,  and  is  imported  at  the  medium  price  of  13I.  per  ton.  The  Account  there- 
fore will  Hand  thus : 

684  tons  of  Archel  in  the  years  1781,  2,  and  3,  at  the  medium  price 

of  2 50I.  per  ton,  would  have  been  - --  --  --  --  - £171,000 

684  tons  of  Cudber,  at  the  medium  price  of  13I.  per  ton,  colt  only  - 8,892 

Saved  for  Archel,  in  1781,  2,  and  3 ------  £162,108 

936  tons  of  Archel  in  the  years  1784,  5,  and  6,  would  have  been  - - £234,000 

936  tons  of  Cudber  in  that  period  colt  only  12,160 

Saved  for  Archel  in  1784,  5,  and  6 ------  £221,840 

Add  the  favings  in  1781,  2,  and  3 - -----  162,108 

Saved  to  Great  Britain  for  Archel  in  the  years  178-1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6 £383,948 

If  fo  this  fum  be  added  the  favings  upon  Indigo  and  Cochineal,  for  which  Archel, 
upon  account  of  its  inferior  ftrength,  could  not  be  fubftituted,  the  Difcovery,  it 
may  be  prefumed,  is  already  entitled  to  the  attention  of  the  Legiflature. 
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The  Experiments  of  Beacons  Young  and  Grant,  of  the  Incorporation  of  Dyers  In 
Glafgow,  examined  into , and  anfwered  upon  Oath  before  the  Lord  Provojl  of  the 
City  of  Glafgow,  Augujl , 1788. 


A View  of  the  Indigo  faved  by  ufing  Cudber  in  Dying  Blues,  per  William 
Young’s  and  Adam  Grant’s  Experiments,  in  December,  1779,  in  a Water  or 
Go  Vatt. 

Three  pounds  of  Indigo,  at  7s.  per  lb.  dyed  48  yards  or  pounds 

of  Cloth  a good  deep  Blue  f - --  --  --  --  --  £1  10 

Two  pounds  of  the  fame  Indigoat  7s.  per  lb.  coft  - - - £0  14  o 
One  penny-worth  of  Cudber  to  each  yard  or  pound  of  cloth, 

COft  - - --  - - --  --  --  --  - - 0 40 

- ■ — o 18  o 

Is  a faving  of  1 5I.  per  cent,  to  the  Dyer  - - - - £030 


N.  B.  The  laft  dyed  the  fame  quantity  of  cloth  equally  deep,  and  much  more 
beautiful,  or  of  a finer  luftre. 


(signed) 


WILLIAM  YOUNG, 
ADAM  GRANT. 

The  above  Experiments  lhew,  that  one  penny-worth  of  Cudber  to  the  pound  or 
yard  of  cloth,  faves  to  the  Dyer  1 5I.  per  Cent,  upon  his  Indigo ; and  to  the  Nation, 
one-third  of  the  Indigo  that  would  be  ufed  in  the  Woollen  Manufactures  of  this 
Country,  had  not  the  difcovery  of  Cudber  taken  place. 


THE  OATH. 


GLASGOW,  AUGUST  I 6,  I 7 88. 

Compeared  before  me,  one  of  His  Majefty’s  Juffices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Shire 
of  Lannark,  and  Lord  Provoft  of  the  City  of  Glafgow,  William  Young  and  Adam 
Grant,  late  Deacons  of  the  Incorporation  of  Dyers  in  Glafgow,  and  depone.  That 
they  are  the  perfons  who  made  the  Experiments  mentioned  in  the  preceding  page 
of  this  Paper,  in  December,  1779;  and  that  what  is  therein  contained  is  Truth, 
as  they  fliall  anfwer  to  God. 

(signed)  w (signed) 

JOHN  RIDDELE,  Provoft.  WILLIAM  YOUNG, 

ADAM  GRANT. 
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The  Certificate  and  Tefiimonial  of  Mejfrs.  Desanges  and  Mills,  of  London. 

may  28,  1789. 

TThE  Subfcribers,  William  Defanges  and  Jacob  Mills,  the  firft  of  whom  is 
nominated  and  appointed  by  the  Society  for  promoting  of  Arts  and  Manufactures, 
in  the  Strand,  to  attend  and  afiift,  in  the  Experiments  recommended  by  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade,  in  their  Lordfhips’ 
Minutes  of  October  26,  1787,  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  Goodwin,  in  order  to  afcertain 
the  Expence  of  Dying  the  belt  Black,  on  the  foundation  of  deep  Blue,  &c.  with 
Mofs,  in  the  manner  propofed  by  Dr.  Cuthbert  Gordon  ; and  the  other  is  the 
only  remaining  Practical  Dyer  now  in  the  Trade,  of  thofe  that  have  been  upon  the 
Inquiry  into  the  FaCts  of  Dr.  Gordon’s  Difcoveries  in  the  Art  of  Dying ; being 
forry  that  Mr.  Goodwin  declined  the  Experiments,  by  a Letter  to  their  Lordlhips, 
do,  from  their  fincere  regard  to  the  profperity  of  the  Manufactures  of  this  Country, 
Certify, 

That  they  have  now  the  fatisfaCtion,  by  repeated  Experiments,  to  fee  that  Dr. 
Gordon’s  Difcoveries,  with  refpeCt  to  the  Black,  and  the  Drab  Colours  depending 
thereon,  are  highly  ufeful,  fimple,  and  practicable. 

In  regard  to  Dying  the  Black,  the  Expence  to  the  Merchant  cannot  exceed  Two 
Shillings  per  Yard  of  Superfine  Cloth,  and  the  Drab  Colours  depending  thereon  to 
be  under  that  rate,  in  proportion  to  the  lhade  of  Indigo  required. 

When  by  habit  and  practice  the  Public  Dyers  arrive  at  that  point  of  perfection 
in  Dr.  Gordon’s  mode  of  Dying,  as  to  dread  no  return  of  Cloth  upon  them  for 
unevennefs  of  Colour,  or  other  imperfections  in  the  Dying,  that  the  rate  of  Two 
Shillings  per  Yard  of  Superfine  Cloth  may  then  be  reduced  to  Eighteen  Pence,  or 
perhaps  under  that  per  Yard ; and  fo  in  proportion  for  the  Drab  Colours. 

That  they  charge  for  the  Blacks  of  the  prefent  practice,  upon  Superfine  Cloth, 
at  the  rate  of  One  Shilling  per  Yard,  though  that  practice  does  not  produce  a 
fixed  Black  ; and  for  their  fixed  Colours,  they  charge  for  them,  one  with  another, 
at  the  rate  of  Twenty  Pence,  or  One  Shilling  and  Eight-pence  per  Yard.  But  of 
all  the  Colours  that  are  dyed.  Black  is  the  molt  tedious  with  refpeCt  to  time,  and 
the  molt  expenfive  in  manual  operation. 

Hitherto  the  French  and  Dutch  have  nearly,  if  not  wholly  monopolized  that 
valuable  Branch  of  the  Woollen  Manufacture,  the  Black,  to  the  very  great  lofs  of 
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this  Country,  their  Blacks  being  fixed,  and  ours  not  fo;  but  Dr.  Gordon’s 
Difccveryin  the  article  of  fixed  Blacks,  conjoined  with  the  fuperior  fabrication  of 
Englifh  Cloths,  will  make  the  Manufactures  of  England  unrivalled  in  Foreign 
Markets. 

Thofe  weighty  confiderations,  with  refpeCt  to  our  Manufactures,  we  truft,  will 
induce  Government  to  reward  Dr.  Gordon  for  what  he  has  done,  and  fecure  his 
future  fervices,  by  granting  him  that  countenance  and  protection  to  which  he  is 
fo  well  entitled,  and  which  the  importance  of  the  fubj'eCt  requires. 

(signed) 

WILLIAM  DESANGES, 
JACOB  MILLS. 

LONDON,  7 
MAY  28,  1789.  5 


The  Certificate  or  Tefiimonial  from  the  Prinfield  Dyers  of  Wandfworth,  under  the 

Hand  of  Mr.  George  Milne. 

august  30,  1788. 

This  is  to  Certify,  that  the  Remnants  of  Calico  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5, 
were  dyed  from  a Plant  growing  fpontaneous  in  many  parts  of  this  Country,  dif- 
covered  bj'r  Dr.  Cuthbert  Gordon,  poflefling,  in  fome  degree,  the  compound 
tinging  qualities  found  feparately  in  Weld  and  Madder,  a quality  peculiar  to  this 
Plant  alone,  giving  from  its  extreme  parts,  from  the  fame  preparation  given  to  the 
Cloth,  two  diftinCt  and  pleafing  tones  of  Colour,  viz.  a Yellow  and  a bright  Red: 
the  latter  is  a fpecies  of  Colour  between  that  of  Madder  and  Cochineal,  as  the  Ex- 
periments annexed  to  the  Principal,  lodged  with  the  Right  Honourable  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privy  Council  for  Trade,  will  fully  evince. 

The  Yellow  on  Remnant  No.  1,  and  2,  (the  accompanying  Colours  being  from 
Madder)  is  produced  from  the  tops,  or  that  part  of  the  Plant  growing  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ground.  The  bright  Red  on  No.  3,  4,  and  5,  (the  ftrong  lines  being 
from  Madder)  are  produced  from  the  roots  or  fibrous  parts  of  the  fame  Plant. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  Experiments  having  been  made,  fubjed  to  many  difad  vantages,  confe- 
quently  allowances  mull  be  made.— The  Plant  growing  wild,  cannot  be  expeded 
to  poffefs  in  fuch  perfedion  its  tinging  qualities,  as  when-properly  cultivated. 
The  being  gathered  for  making  thofe  Experiments,  at  an  improper  feafon,  haftily, 
and  perhaps  improperly  prepared  (from  want  of  a thorough  knowledge  of  its  in- 
nate qualities)  for  giving  its  Dye— the  preparation  previoufly  given  to  the  Cloth, 
may,  in  fome  parts,  be  unfit,  and  rather  repel  than  attrad  its  tinging  parts,  in  fo 
complete  a manner  as  the  Plant  is  capable  of  exhibiting. 

Weld  or  Madder  (the  ufe  of  which  is  rendered  familiar  from  long  pradice)  ufed 
in  the  fame  imperfed  manner,  would  be  found  deficient,  compared  to  when  in 
perfedion,  and  aided  by  the  refult  of  pradice. 

Great  merit,  and  every  encouragement  and  liberal  compenfation  are  juftly  due  to 
Dr.  Gordon,  for  fo  valuable  a Difcovery  in  the  Art  of  Dying. 

The  above  Experiments  were  made  at  Mr.  Henry  Gardiner’s  Calico  Printing 
Manufadory,  at  Wandfworth,  in  Surry. 

(signed) 


AUGUST  30,  1788.. 


GEORGE  MILNE. 


: The  Reports  or  Reprefentations  from  Yorkfhire  and  Lancalhire. 

FEBRUARY,  1788. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  LORDS  of  the  COMMITTEE  of  PRIVY  COUN- 
CIL for  TRADE,  to  whom  it  is  referred  to  confider  of  the  Discoveries  al- 
Iedged  to  have  been  made  by  Dr.  Cuthbert  Gordon,  in  the  Art  of  Dying, 
and  of  his  Title  to  a Reward  from  the  Public,  the  SUBSCRIBERS,  who  are 
Merchants,  Manufadurers  and  Dyers  in  the  Town  and  Neighbourhood  of 
Rochdale,  take  the  liberty  of  humbly  representing, 

TPhAT  they  obferved  with  the  greateft  pleafure,  that  the  Honourable  Houfe  of 
Commons  did,  in  July,  1786,  addrefs  His  Majefty  that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  diredions  that  an  Inquiry  fhould  be  made,  under  the  infpedion 
and  control  of  your  Lordlhips,  into  the  Fads  refpeding  certain  valuable  Difco- 

veries 


vcries  in  Dying,  dated  to  have  been  made  by  Dr.  Cutiibert  Gordon;  and  to 
befeech  His  Majedy  to  order  fuch  Reward  to  him  as,  on  due  invedigation,  he 
fhould  appear  to  merit : and  it  impreffed  the  Subfcribers  with  a due  fenfe  of  His 
Majedy’s  goodnefs  and  defire  to  promote  the  Commerce  and  Welfare  of  His  Ma- 
jedy’s Subjects,  when  they  were  informed  that  he  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
liden  to  the  faid.  Addrefs,  and  give  directions  for  an  Inquiry  accordingly. 

The  Subfcribers  are  now  informed,  that  after  feveral  Experiments  were  made  by 
your  Lordfhips’  directions,  you  were  pleafed,  upon  the  26th  of  October  lad,  to 
refolve  that  it  Ihould  be  recommended  to  the  Lords  Commifiioners  of  His  Majedy’s 
Treafury  to  give  Dr.  Gordon  the  fum  of  Two  Hundred  Pounds,  as  a Reward  for 
his  merit  in  difeovering  fubdances  ufeful  in  Dying,  and  as  an  Encouragement  to 
proceed  : and  alfo  to  refolve,  that  Dr.  Gordon  be  authorifed  to  hire  one  or  two 
acres  of  land,  for  the  cultivation  of  the  Plant  from  which  he  draws  his  Red  Colours, 
in  order  to  afeertain  to  what  degree  that  Plant  may  be  improved,  and  what  the 
expence  of  cultivation  is ; and  that  your  Lordfhips  would  defray  the  expence  of  the 
Experiment,  upon  an  Account  being  dated  of  fuch  cultivation. 

The  Subfcribers  having  for  many  years  ufed  Cudber  in  Dying,  and  found  it  of 
thegreated  utility,  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  Dr.  Gordon’s  merit  as  the  Dif- 
coverer,  and  the  perfon  to  whofe  efforts  the  edablifhment  of  the  article  has  been 
owing,  is  fuch  as  to  entitle  him  to  a Reward  from  the  Public. 

In  the  courfe  of  Dr.  Gordon’s  refidence  at  the  feveral  Manufacturing  Towns, 
whild  edablifhing  the  ufe  of  Cudber,  the  Subfcribers  witneffed  fuch  proofs  of  his 
ingenuity,  and  knowledge  of  Colours  proper  for  Dying,  as  made  them  defirous 
of  his  making  farther  trials  of  the  properties  of  the  indigenous  Plants  of  this 
Idand. 

In  February,  1785,  their  wifhes  were  gratified  by  other  Difcoveries  of  Dr. 
Gordon  ; particularly  by  his  exhibiting  a Red  as  a fubditute  for  Madder,  but 
much  fuperior;  and  by  his  Ihewing,  that  from  our  own  Plants  every  thing  refpeCt- 
ing  Colours  may  be  expeCted,  far  below  the  price  paid  for  Foreign  Dying  Wares. 
They  were  dill  more  convinced  when  he  was  lately  in  the  Country,  in  obedience 
to  your  Lordfhips’  commands,  making  trials  with  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Mancheder,  by 
his  exhibition  of  Red,  Black,  and  Drab  Colours;  and  when  he  added  to  thofe,  at 
the  particular  requed  of  the  Subfcribers,  a fet  of  the  mod  brilliant  and  beautiful 
Yellows,  from  materials  abounding  every  where  in  Britain,  fo  as  to  fupply  or  an- 
fwer,  at  all  times,  the  utmod  demand  of  Trade,  and  by  a method  fb  fimple,  that 
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one  of  the  Subcribers  actually  produced,  and  at  the  very  firft  trial,  the  Yellows 
now  alluded  to,  in  the  Doctor’s  abfence. 

The  Subfcribers  are  perfectly  fatisfied,  from  the  Experiments  they  have  feen, 
that  each  of  thofe  Difcoveries,  for  the  beauty  and  fixity  of  the  Colours,  as  well  as 
cheapnefs  of  materials,  will  turn  out  Acquifitions  to  Trade  and  Commerce,  of 
great  value  and  utility;  and  that  the  fooner  they  are  introduced  into  practice  the 
better,  as  the  Manufactures  of  this  Country  may  thereby  vie  with,  or  excell  the 
belt  productions  of  the  fort  upon  the  Continent,  and  obtain  a preference  at  Market. 

The  Subfcribers  are  well  informed,  that  DoCtor  Gordon’s  Circum fiances  are  fuch 
as  will  not  permit  him  to  give  the  attention  which  is  neceffary  to  bring  the  Difco- 
veries already  made  into  general  ufe,  nor  to  proceed  in  his  courfe  without  affiftance 
from  the  Public  : the  fum  which  your  Lordfhips  have  been  pleafed  to  order,  they 
are  afraid,  is  not  fufficient  even  to  enable  him  to  begin  the  Practical  Experiments, 
to  which  he  muft  devote  his  whole  time  and  attention  : and  therefore  they  humbly 
folicit  your  Lordfhips  to  reward  Dr.  Gordon  properly  for  what  he  has  done,  and 
encourage  him  to  profecute  his  inveftigations,  and  to  fuperintend  their  application 
to  practice,  by  the  grant  of  an  Annual  Salary  fuitable  to  the  liberality  of  this 
Country,  or  by  fome  other  gratification,  as  your  Lordfhips  may  think  moft 
proper. 

(signed)  ' 


Charles  Smith  and  Sons,  John  and  Robert  Holt  and  Co. 

George,  James,  and  John  Walmfley,  James  Taylor  and  Jackfon, 


John  Royds  and  Sons, 

James  Taylor  and  Son, 

Thomas  Smith  and  Nephew, 
Laurence  Newall  and  Sons, 
Richard  Gore  and  Sons, 

Benjamin  Smith, 

James  Holland, 

Robert  Leach, 

A Principal  of  the  above  Reprefentation 
to  Mr.  Stanley. 


James  and  George  Kamer, 

Thomas  K.  Vavafour, 

Adam,  John,  and  Robt.  Whitworth, 
Thomas  Fildes, 

Thomas  Ball, 

Smith  and  Holt, 

John  Vavafour, 

John  Kenion. 

was  lent  to  Mr.  Blackburn,  and  another 


F 
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The  Reprefentation  or  Report  from  Yorkfhire,  in  February,  1788,  being  ver- 
batim the  fame  with  that  from  Lancafhire,  only  the  Names  of  the  Subfcribers  need 
here  be  added.  (Signed) 


Milnes  and  Heywoods, 

John  and  Jeremiah  Naylor  and  Co. 
George  Charnock  and  Sons, 
William  Walker, 

John  Edwards, 

James  Hoyle, 

Bracken,  Son,  and  Co. 

Cook,  Grimlha,  and  Kerfhaw, 
Lees,  Harrifon,  and  Co. 

Rhodes  and  Briggs, 

Chriftopher  and  John  Rawdon, 
Richard  Royds, 

Prefton,  Herd,  and  Co. 

Thomas  Royds, 

Skelton  and  Sims 
Huftler  and  Peckover, 

Town  and  Watfon, 


Francis  Duffield, 

Pollard  and  Atkinfon, 
Benjamin  Blifard, 

Thornton  and  Holmes, 

Oates  and  Sclater, 

Thomas  and  Samuel  Broadley, 
Thomas  Crofsley, 

Robert  Ramfbotham, 

Dawfon  Humble, 

Hollings  and  Tarbotan, 

John  Tanat, 

Jofeph  Holdfworth  and  Co. 
Green  and  Wood, 

Jonathan  Chambers, 

Smith  and  Bloom, 

Helher  and  Hoyle, 

Thomas  Fildes. 


A Principal  of  this  Reprefentation  was  fent  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  another  to 
Mr.  Duncombe. 


SADDLEWORTH,  DECEMBER  26th,  1 789. 

.^DOCTOR  CUTHBERT  GORDON,  in  a Tour  through  Lancafhire,  acquaint- 
ing Mr.  Fildes,  an  eminent  Dyer  of  Rochdale,  in  the  County  aforefaid,  that  he  in- 
tended to  go  to  the  Weft  of  England  to  divulge  his  fecret  method  of  Dying  Blacks, 
Browns,  Drabs,  Yellows,  8tc.  of  different  Shades,  fo  as  not  to  fade  or  decay  ; Mr. 
Fildes  advifed  Dr.-  Gordon  to  go  to  the  Clothiers  of  Saddleworth,  in  the  Weft 
Riding  of  the  County  of  York,  where  he  arrived  on  Wednefday  the  23d  day  of 
December  1789,  attended  by  Mr.  Fildes,  when  a few  principal  Clothiers  were  called 
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for  that  purpofe  together.  After  Dr.  Gordon  had  related  his  intention,  he  dyed 
feveral  confiderable  quantities  of  Wool,  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  Delegates  then 
prefent ; and,  upon  the  26th  of  fame  month,  a Committee  from  the  Clothiers  Af- 
fociation  was  convened  together,  to  view  the  Colours,  and  give  their  opinion  ref- 
pedting  the  ufefulnefs  of  fuch  Difcovery,  who,  after  infpecting  the  fame,  and 
the  difcourfe  they  had  with  thofe  prefent  when  the  Experiment  v/as  tried, 
it  was  by  the  faid  Committee  judged  to  be  a very  ufeful  Difcovery  and  Im- 
provement in  Dying,  becaufe  the  Colours,  whether  in  Woollens,  Cottons,  Linens, 
&c.  firft  attracts  the  eye  of  the  Buyer,  and  the  handing  of  the  fame,  fecures  the  future 
fale  thereof.  For  which  coniiderations,  we  whofe  Names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed 
humbly  requeft,  that  Government  would  recompence  Dr.  Cuthbert  Gordon  for 
his  pah  fervices  according  to  his  merit,  which  may  enable  him  to  purfue  the  fame 
ftudies  for  further  Difcoveries  and  Ufefulnefs,  not  only  to  the  Woollen  Manufac- 
tures, but  of  Trade  in  general  throughout  the  Kingdom. 

We  have  further  to  add,  that  we  conceive  it  would  be  extremely  advantageous  to 
the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom  in  general,  if  Dr.  Gordon  was  by  Government  appointed 
to  go  from  County  to  County,  where  trade  is  carried  on,  to  fuperintend,  inftrudt,  and 
make  known  his  further  Difcoveries  in  all  necelfary  Branches  of  Dying,  particularly 
with  regard  to  fine  Wool -Dying. 

N.  B.  All  Dr.  Gordon’s  new  Difcoveries  and  Improvements  are  made  from 
Plants  or  Roots,  which  may  be  had  and  gathered  in  our  own  Country  and  Neighs 
bourhood  in  great  abundance,  and  which  we  gathered,  and  made  Experiments 
from. 


James  Buckley, 

John  and  Thomas  Harrop, 
Storkes,  Blyth,  and  Nower, 
John  Buckley  and  Co. 
Henry  Buckley, 

Jofeph  Wilde, 

Giles  Shaw  and  Co,. 


John  Platt, 

James  Heginbottom, 

Henry  Whitehead  and  Son, 
John  and  Daniel  Nield, 
Hugh  Shaw, 

John  and  William  Knight, 
John  Radcliffe, 


SADDLEWORTH, 
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SADDLEWONTH,  FEBRUARY  I Oth,  1790. 
JOSEPH  FOUNTAIN. , Efq.  of  Leeds. 

SIR, 


We  whofe  Names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed,  being  formed  into  a Committee,  by 
Appointment  of  the  Manufacturers  of  Saddleworth,  to  confider  how  to  accelerate 
Dr.  Cuthbert  Gordon’s  remuneration  from  Government,  for  his  valuable  Dif- 
coveries  in  the  Art  of  Dying,  as  by  that  means  the  Manufacturers  will  fooner  reap 
the  benefit  thereof  to  themfelves,  have  agreed  refpeCtfully  to  propofe  to  you,  know- 
ing from  their  long  connection  with  your  very  reputable  Houfe  your  public  fpirit 
and  inclination  to  ftand  forward  in  the  fupport  of  the  Manufactures  of  this  Country, 
that  you  will  be  pleafed  with  your  earlieft  convenience,  to  lay,  perfonally,  before 
our  County  Members  of  Parliament,  our  requeft  and  warm  defire  that  Dr.  Gordon 
be  remunerated  in  fuch  ample  manner  as  to  enable  and  oblige  him  either  in  Perfon, 
or  by  Deputies,  to  give  us  from  time  to  time,  upon  every  Requefi,  fuch  further 
InftruCtions  as  may  be  occafionally  required  to  carry  into  the  praCtice  of  our  Manu- 
factures thofe  Difcoveries  of  whofe  great  value  and  utility  the  Committee  have 
already  had  every  fatisfaCtory  demonftration,  agreeable  to  the  annexed  Certificate, 
which  is  a Duplicate  of  that  we  lately  prefented  to  Dr.  Gordon. 

The  Manufacturers  of  Saddleworth  highly  refpect  the  Rectitude  of  our  County 
Members,  and  greatly  efteem  their  juft  and  honourable  Principles.  The  fincerity 
of  their  fentiments  they  have  had  once  an  opportunity  to  fhew ; and  they  truft, 
they  never  will  have  reafon  to  deviate  from  thofe  fentiments,  they  at  prefent  think 
fo  juftly  founded,  and  with  to  retain. 

In  complying  with  this  our  humble  Requeft,  you  will  lay  us  under  frefh  obli- 
gations of  gratitude  and  thankfulnefs. 

(Signed,) 


James  Buckley, 

John  and  Thomas  Harrop, 
John  Buckley  and  Co. 
Giles  Shaw  and  Sons, 

James  Heginbottom, 

Henry  Buckley, 

James  Buckley, 

Jofeph  Taylor  and  Sons, 
Thomas  Milne, 


James  and  Jofeph  Lees, 
John  and  William  Knight, 
John  Buckley, 

John  Lees, 

Jofeph  Wrigley, 

John  Buckley, 

Hugh  Shaw, 

William  Shaw, 

Henry  Whitehead  and  Son. 
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Do&or  CUTHBERT  GORDON,  in  a Tour  through  Lancashire,  acquaint- 
ing Mr.  Fildes,  an  eminent  Dyer  of  Rochdale,  in  the  County  aforefaid,  that  he  in- 
tended to  go  to  the  Weft  of  England  to  divulge  his  fecret  method  of  Dying  Blacks, 
Browns,  Drabs,  Yellows,  &c.  of  different  Shades,  fo  as  not  to  fade  or  decay  ; Mr. 
Fildes  advifed  Dr.  Gordon  to  go  to  the  Clothiers  of  Saddieworth,  in  the  Weft 
Riding  of  the  County  of  York,  where  he  arrived  on  Wednefday  the  23d  day  of 
December  1789,  attended  by  Mr.  Fildes,  when  a few  principal  Clothiers  were  called 
for  that  purpofe  together.  After  Dr.  Gordon  had  related  his  intention,  he  dyed 
feveral  confiderable  quantities  of  Wool,  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  Delegates  then 
prefent ; and,  upon  the  26th  of  fame  month,  a Committee  from  the  Clothiers  Af- 
fociation  was  convened  together,  to  view  the  Colours,  and  give  their  opinion  re- 
fpedting  the  ufefulnefs  of  fuch  Difcovery,  who,  after  infpecting  the  fame,  and 
the  difcourfe  they  had  with  thofe  prefent  when  the  Experiment  was  tried, 
it  was  by  the  faid  Committee  judged  to  be  a very  ufeful  Difcovery  and  Im- 
provement in  Dying,  becaufe  the  Colours,  whether  in  Woollens,  Cottons,  Lir.ens, 
&c.  firft  attradl  the  eye  of  the  Buyer,  and  the  ftandingof  the  fame,  fecure  the  future 
file  thereof.  For  which  confiderations,  we  whofe  Names  are  hereunto  fabfcribed 
humbly  requeft,  that  Government  would  recompence  Dr.  Cuthbert  Gordon  for 
his  paft  fervices  according  to  his  merit,  which  may  enable  him  to  purfue  the  fame 
ftudies  for  further  Difcoveries  and  Ufefulnefs,  not  only  to  the  Woollen  Manufac- 
tures, but  of  Trade  in  general  throughout  the  Kingdom. 

We  have  further  to  add,  that  we  conceive  it  would  be  extremely  advantageous  to 
the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom  in  general,  if  Dr.  Gordon  was  by  Government  appointed 
to  go  from  County  to  County,  where  trade  is  carried  on,  to  fuperintend,  inftrud,  and 
make  known  his  further  Difcoveries  in  all  neceflary  Branches  of  Dying,  particularly 
with  regard  to  fine  Wool-Dying. 

N.  B.  All  Dr.  Gordon’s  new  Difcoveries  and  Improvements  are  made  from 
Plants  or  Roots,  which  may  be  had  and  gathered  in  our  own  Country  and  Neigh- 
bourhood in  great  abundance,  and  which  we  gathered,  and  made  Experiments 
from. 


James  Buckley, 

John  and  Thomas  Harrop, 
Storkes,  Blyth,  and  Nower, 
John  Buckley  and  Co. 
Henry  Buckley, 

Jofeph  Wilde, 

Giles  Shaw  and  Co. 


John  Platt,. 

James  Heginbottom, 

Henry  Whitehead  and  Son, 
John  and  Daniel  Nield, 
Hugh  Shaw, 

John  and  William  Knight, 
John  Radcliffe. 
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To  HENRY  BUNCOMBE  and  WILLIAM  WILBER  FORCE,  Ef quires. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  Utility  of  Dr.  Cuthbert  Gordon’s  Difcoveries  in  the  Art  of  Dying,  being 
now  publicly  exhibited  on  the  largeft  fcale,  and  afcertained  to  be  of  the  utmoft 
confequence  and  importance  to  the  Improvement  of  the  Woollen  Manufacture  of 
this  Country,  before  a Committee  of  the  Clothiers  Aflociation  of  Saddleworth,  who, 
therefore,  granted  him  their  Certificate  on  that  account,  dated  26th  of  December, 
1789;  and  upon  the  10th  of  February  following,  they  again  met  to  confider  upon 
the  beft  plan  to  promote  Dr.  Gordon’s  Recompence  from  Government,  for  thofe 
valuable  Difcoveries,  whereby  they  may  be  enabled  fooner  to  reap  the  benefit  of 
them,  and  alfo  be  at  liberty  to  profecute  them,  as  well  as  entitled  to  alk  fuch  further 
Inftructions  from  Dr.  Gordon,  as  they  may  occafionally  ftand  in  need  of  in  thofe 
matters. 

Therefore,  We  whofe  Names  are  underwritten.  Merchants,  Manufacturers,  and 
principal  Dyers  of  the  Town  and  Neighbourhood  of  Halifax,  do  heartily  concur 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Clothiers  Aflociation  of  Saddleworth,  in  wilhing  them, 
much  fuccefs  in  accelerating  a Recompence  for  Dr.  Gordon  from  Government,  for 
fuch  valuable  Difcoveries,  which  we  fincerely  wifh  may  be  adequate  to  his  great 
merit,  as  we  believe  every  encouragement  and  compenfation  is  juftly  due  to  the 
Doctor,  for  fuch  ufeful  and  beneficial  Improvements  in  the  Art  of  Dying,  of  which 
we  are  now  perfectly  convinced. 

(signed) 

Flefher  and  Hoyle, 

Waterhoufe,  Wainhoufe,  and  Co. 

James  Hoyle,  Jun. 

John  Mitchell, 

George  Leek  and  Co. 

Davidfon  and  Rae, 

John  Lifter, 

Irvins  and  Holden, 

James  Scholefield, 

Luke  Crofley, 

HALIFAX,  MARCH  5,  I79O. 

Copy 


John  Broadley, 

James  Bond, 

James  Stad, 

John  and  Samuel  Lees, 
Henry  and  Joftma  Hamer, 
John  Edwards, 

William  Walker, 

William  Rawfon  and  Co. 
Richard  Royds, 

Jofeph  Fountaine. 
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'Copy  of  a Certificate  from  the  Merchants,  Manufacturers,  and  principal  Dyers  of  the 
Town  and  Neighbourhood  of  Huddersfield. 


We  whole  Names  are  underwritten,  Merchants,  Manufacturers,  and  principal 
Dyers  of  the  Town  and  Neighbourhood  of  Huddersfield,  do  heartily  concur  with 
our  Neighbours  of  Halifax  and  Saddleworth,  in  fincerely  wifhing  that  Dr.  Cuth- 
bert  Gordon  may  be  recompenced  by  Government  for  his  valuable  Difcoveries  in 
the  Art  of  Dying  in  a manner  adequate  to  their  great  utility,  as  we  are  perfectly 
fatisfied  and  convinced  every  public  encouragement  and  compenfation  is  juftly  due 
to  Dr.  Gordon  for  Difcoveries  of  fuch  importance  and  magnitude  to  our  Trade  and 
Manufactures. 


(signed) 

Jofeph  and  Tho.  Atkinfon  and  Co. 
S.  and  Walker, 

Scott  and  Allen, 

John  Hudfon, 

William  Horfefall, 

W.  W.  Stables, 

John  and  James  Dyfon, 

Abraham  and  John  Horfefall, 
Thomas  Holroyd, 

John  and  Thomas  Haigh, 


William  Lockwood, 

Benjamin  and  Jolhua  Ingham, 
John  and  G.  Tinker, 

Thomas  Nelfon, 

Edward  Hawxby, 

Abraham  Cooper, 

William  Shaw, 

William  Cooper, 

John  Hirlt. 


To  Henry  Duncombe  and 
.William  Wilberforce,  Efqrs. 
march  1 8,  1790. 


LEEDS, 
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LEEDS,  AFRIL  12,  1790. 

At  a General  Meeting  of  the  Merchants  held  this  Day  at  the  Rotation  Office,  to 
receive  the  Report  of  a Committee  that  had  been  previoufiy  appointed  to  make 
Experiments  on  Dr.  Gordon’s  Difcoveries  in  the  Art  of  Dying  fundry  fpecific 
Colours,  it  appears, 

That  the  Straw,  Yellow,  and  Orange  Golours  now  produced  by  Dr.  Gordon’s 
Experiments,  appear  fuperior  in  brilliancy  to  any  effected  by  the  mode  now  in  ufe. 
That  the  Straws  and  Yellows  are  much  more  fixed  and  permanent. 

That  the  expence  will  not  be  greater,  but  that  a faviog  will  accrue  in  the  deepeft 
ffiades. 

That  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  fuffieient  abundance  of  the  ingredients  to 
render  the  ufe  equally  pradticable  with  the  old  mode. 

That  the  poffeffing  two  modes  of  attaining  the  different  gradations  of  any  Colour, 
is  always  definable. 

That  his  method  of  Dying  Yellow  is  certainly  a valuable  improvement,  inafmuch 
as  the  various  fhades  from  a deep  to  a light,  and  vice  verfa,  may  be  produced  from 
the  fame  liquor  and  proportion  of  ingredients. 

That  the  Blacks  produced  by  Dr.  Gordon’s  Method,  are  fixed  and  permanent, 
which  the  old  mode  has  not  hitherto  effected  ; but  the  Colour  fcarcely  fo  good,  and 
the  Expence  more  than  double,  which  renders  the  fame,  as  far  as  opinion  can  now 
be  formed,  inapplicable  to  coarfe  goods,  and  from  the  very  limited  time  which  Dr. 
Gordon  has  allowed  for  making  thofe  Experiments,  no  judgment  can  be  formed 
with  propriety,  whether  Dr.  Gordon’s  Mode  of  Dying  Black  will  anfvver  in 
Worfted  Goods. 

That  the  different  Drabs,  and  Carmalites  now  produced,  are  fixed  and  perma- 
nent colours,  dyed  with  fewer  ingredients;  and  at  lefs  rifk  and  expence  than  the  old 
practice. 

That  the  Olives,  Snuffs,  and  Sage-Drabs  are  likewife  fixed  Colours,  and  will  not 
be  dearer  than  the  method  now  in  ufe. 


The  refult  of  thefe  Enquiries  appears  to  licenfe  the  idea,  that  the  Colours  in- 
veftigated  will  prove  a valuable  acquifition  in  practice  ; that  the  Doftor  has  given 
permanency  to  various  Colours,  which  hitherto  has  not  been  effected  ; and  that 

there 
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there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that  the  principles  of  his  Improvement  may,  if  time 
and  opportunity  be  given  for  pra&ical  and  extenfive  Experiments,  lead  to  many 
more  valuable  and  important  improvements  ; and  one  argument  in  favour  of  the 
Doctor’s  mode,  is,  that  the  Ingredients  for  thofe  Colours  are  the  growth  of  our  own 
Country. 

By  Order  of  the  Meeting, 

(signed)  GEO.  KIGHLEY,  Secretary. 


The  Tejlimonial  of  the  Cloth-Faffors  in  London. 

SEPTEMBER  24,  1790. 

DOCTOR  CUTHBERT  GORDON’S  Difcoveries  or  Improvements  in  the  Art 
of  Dying,  which  give  fixed  and  permanent  Colours  to  Woollen  Goods,  as  appears 
by  fundry  pieces  that  have  been  commiflioned  from  Saddleworth,  in  Yorkshire,  and 
fold  in  this  City,  will  be  a great  acquifition  to  our  Trade  and  Manufactures,  when 
brought  into  general  practice  ; but  as  the  Doctor’s  mode  of  dying  is  only  at  prefent 
in  the  hands  of  fuch  perfons  as  have  been  inftruCted  and  tolerated  by  him  to  ufe  it. 
We  whofe  Names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed,  concerned  in  the  Woollen  Trade  in  Lon- 
don, do  moft  humbly  conceive  that,  if  Government  would  be  pleafed  to  induce  the 
Dodtor  to  inftruct  the  Manufacturers,  and  Dyers  of  Woollen  Goods  in  general,  in 
his  Art  of  thus  dying  fixed  or  permanent  Colours,  it  would  moft  eflentially  con- 
tribute to  fecure  to  Great  Britain  a preference  to  our  Cloths  in  Foreign  Markets* 

(signed) 


Wanfey,  Jeffries,  and  Co. 

Hall,  Son,  and  Mercer, 

John  Fifher, 

Ringrofe  and  Co. 

Edward  and  Thomas  Sheppard, 
William  Anderfon, 

Bowerbank,  Monkhoufe  and  Co. 
Everet  and  Hanfon, 

William  and  Thomas  Andrews, 


George  Whitehead, 

James  Wilkins  and  Son, 
Streatfield  and  Weft, 

Theyor  Townfend, 

Bird,  Dolly,  and  Co. 

Rich  and  Heapy, 

Jacob  Thomas  Speidel, 

Jones,  Havard,  Jones,  and  Co. 


H 


The 
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The  Certificate  and  Tefiimnial  ofi Mr.  William  Gordon,  Nurfitryman  at  Bowl 

SEPTEMBER  30,  1790. 

These  are  to  certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  in  the  month  of  May 
lad,  I fowed  in  my  Nurfery-Grounds  at  Bow,  in  Middlefex,  fome  of  the  Seeds  of 
the  Galium  Verum,  which  I had  received  from  Dr.  Cuthbert  Gordon,  and 
which,  in  the  fpace  of  two  months,  produced  Plants  fit  for  tranfplanting ; that  a 
Quarter  of  an  Acre  has  fince  been  planted  with  about  Twelve  Hundred  Plants, 
fome  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  inches  from  each  other,  fome  eighteen  inches,  and 
fome  two  feet;  they  are  all  now  thriving  exceedingly  well,  and  their  roots  in 
general  are  upwards  of  a foot  in  length,  and  about  the  thicknefs  of  a crow’s  quill, 
putting  out  many  fibres,  which  convinces  me,  that  it  is  a kind  eafy  plant  to  increafe, 
and  that  it  may  be  cultivated  by  any  Farmer  with  a common  Plough,  in  a dry, 
deep,  fandy,  loamy  foil ; and  from  the  roots  which  I found  growing  fpontaneous  in 
banks  and  hedges,  I think  that  each  root,  at  the  lowed  eftimation,  when  it  comes 
to  its  full  growth,  will  weigh  a quarter  of  a pound,  which  if  planted  at  the  dif- 
tance of  eighteen  inches  (the  propered  didance  in  my  opinion)  an  Acre  will  produce 
a crop  of  upwards  of  three  tons  weight  of  the  article  ; and  I alfo  think,  that  a 
quarter  of  a pound  of  feed  will  produce  plants  for  an  Acre,  if  planted  at  the  above 
didance. 

Certified  under  my  Eland  at  Bow,  in  the  County  of  Middlefex,  this  30th  Day 
of  September,  1790. 

WILLIAM  GORDON. 


The  Tefiimonial  ofi  Air.  William  Malcom  and  Son. 

SEPTEMBER.  24th,  I790. 

XN  March,  1788,  a few  Plants  of  the  Galium  Verum , one  of  our  indigenous  Plants, 
were  planted  in  our  Nurfery  Grounds,  at  Stockwell,  in  Surry,  and  are  now  in  an 
high  date  of  vegetation,  the  dems  being  about  four  feet  and  an  half  in  height ; 
the  roots  in  general  about  the  thicknefs  of  an  ordinary  goofe-quill ; and  in  tw-o 
years  more,  the  time  in  which  we  expert  them  at  their  full  growth,  (that  being 
the  cafe  with  Madder)  we  conceive  the  roots  wall  be  confiderably  longer,  thicker, 
and  weightier  than  thofe  of  Madder  ufually  are. 

STOCKWELL,  IN  SURRRY, 

SEPTEMBER  24,  I79O. 


(Signed)  WILLIAM  MALCOM  and  SON. 
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